Copper(II) complexes with Schiff base ligands have received much attention in coordination chemistry (Rai, 2010; Roy & Manassero, 2010; Rajasekar et al., 2010; Dede et al., 2009). In the present work, we report the the crystal structure of a new copper(II) complex, the title compound, with the Schiff base ligand 2-[(2-ethylaminoethylimino)methyl]-5-methoxyphenolate.
In the title mononuclear copper(II) complex, O 2 )(NCS)], the Cu II atom is four-coordinated by an NNOdonor set of the tridentate Schiff base ligand and the N atom of a terminal thiocyanate ligand in a slightly distorted squareplanar geometry.
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Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atomic numbering. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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